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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-22 are pending in this application and presented for examination. 

2. The amendment received on 3/31/2000 has been entered and made of record. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-9, 11-14, 16-17, and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by R. Droms; Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol; March 1997; 
Network Working Group; RFC 2131 (Hereafter referred to as DHCP). 

5. As to claim 1 , DHCP discloses a control device for controlling a controlled 
apparatus performing communications within a network, comprising: 

determining means for determining whether the controlled apparatus is normally 
controlled corresponding to a signal from said control device (Pg. 40, § 4.4.5, H 1 and 
4); 

measuring means for measuring a duration of an abnormally controlled period of 
time when said determining means determines that the controlled apparatus is 
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abnormally controlled corresponding to the signal from said control device (Pg: 40-41, § 
4.4.5, H 1 and 5); and 

deallocating means for deallocating an identifier, allocated to the controlled 
apparatus for identifying the controlled apparatus, when the duration measured by said 
measuring means exceeds a predetermined measuring period of time (Pg. 41, § 4.4.5, 
119). 

6. As to claim 2, DHCP discloses the signal from said control device is a sending 
permission signal to the controlled apparatus (Pg. 40, § 4.4.5, H 4, In. 6-8). 

7. As to claim 3, DHCP discloses use-restriction-lifting means for lifting a use 
restriction on the controlled apparatus to allow the identifier deallocated by said 
deallocating means to be allocated to any controlled apparatus performing 
communications within the network after a predetermined delaying period of time has 
elapsed(Pg. 31,ln. 10-22). 

8. As to claim 4, DHCP discloses storage means for storing data indicating a use 
condition of the identifier, and said use-restriction-lifting means changes the data 
indicating a use condition of the identifier to data indicating an allocated condition when 
the deallocated identifier is allocated to any controlled apparatus performing 
communications within the network (Pg. 16, § 4). 
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9. As to claims 6, 1 1, 13. 16, and 19, the claims are rejected for the same reasons 
as claim 1 above. 

10. As to claims 7, 14, 17, and 21, the claims are rejected for the same reasons as 
claim 2 above. 

11. As to claims 8, 12, and 22, the claims are rejected for the same reasons as claim 
3 above. 

12. As to claim 9, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 4 above. 

13. As to claim 20, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
Additionally, the steps cited in the rejection of claim 1 above will be repeated as the 
client is merely extending its lease time and the same steps will be repeated when the 
client attempts to extend its lease again (DHCP, Pg. 40, § 4.4.5, H 1 and 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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15. Claims 5, 10, 15, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DHCP as applied to claims 1 , 6, 13, and 16 above, in view of Grover, 
U.S. Patent No. 4,363,123. 

16. As to claim 5, DHCP discloses the invention substantially as in parent claim 1 , 
but is silent on said determining means determines whether the controlled apparatus is 
normally controlled corresponding to the signal from said control device every given 
cycle; and 

said measuring means is provided with a counter for measuring the duration of 
the abnormally controlled period of time, and when the controlled apparatus is found to 
be abnormally controlled corresponding to the signal from said control device according 
to said determining means, said measuring means increments a count of the counter. 

However, Grover does disclose said determining means determines whether the 
controlled apparatus is normally controlled corresponding to the signal from said control 
device every given cycle (Abstract, Col. 1, In. 7-9 and 35-44); and 

said measuring means is provided with a counter for measuring the duration of 
the abnormally controlled period of time, and when the controlled apparatus is found to 
be abnormally controlled corresponding to the signal from said control device according 
to said determining means, said measuring means increments a count of the counter 
(Abstract, Col. 1 , In. 7-9 and 35-44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of DHCP by periodically checking for abnormalities 
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and maintaining a count as taught by Grover in order to monitor errors and report them 
via an alarm (Grover, Abstract) in order to alert an administrator to poor performance. 

17. As to claims 10, 15, and 18, the claims are rejected for the same reasons as 
claim 5 above. 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Matsumoto et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,952,934 discloses a system 
for automatic assignment of terminal identifiers utilizing DHCP and conflict resolution. 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian P. Whipple whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1244. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30 AM to 5:00 PM EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Brian P. Whipple 
3/10/07 
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